Source of material 3-(Ethoxycarbonyl)-4-hydroxybenzenesulfonic acid of analytical grade was obtained commercially. Crystals of the title compound were acquired after 0.246 g (0.001 mol) 3-(ethoxycarbonyl)-4-hydroxybenzenesulfonic acid was recrystallized from 30 ml ethanol by means of solvent escaping in the air.
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Experimental details
All H atoms except that of water were located at calculated positions and refined as riding on their parent atoms with the bond length fixed to 0.93 À (phen), 0.97 Â (methylene), 0.96 Â (methyl) and 0.82 Â (hydroxyl) and with U\¡»(H) = 1.2 U e q(C,0) with the exception of t/iso(H) = 1.5 U e q(C) for methyl group. The H atoms of water molecules were found in difference Fourier map and refined with d(0-H) fixed to 0.82 Â and í/¡so(H) = 1.2
Ueq(O).

Discussion
The asymmetric unit of the title crystal structure consists of one 3-(ethoxycarbonyl)-4-hydroxybenzenesulfonic acid molecule and one and half discrete water molecules (figure, top). All nonhydrogen atoms of the ethoxycarbonyl group are approximately coplanar with the benzene ring, the maximum deviation from the least-squares plane through all relevant atoms being 0.165 Â for C9. Terminal sulfonic group shows disorder in orientations due to the rotation of bond C-S, resulting in low Ueq as compared to neighbours O atoms for S1. The O atoms of the sulfonic group act as donors of hydrogen bonds with neighbouring water molecules, which connect adjacent discrete molecules into the crystal's 3D network (figure, bottom). Many similar structures have been reported, of which the most related were two derivatives: ethyl 5-nitrosalicylate [1] and ethyl 5-bromosalicylate [2] , in which the sulfonic group are substituted by NO2 group and by Br, respectively. In the two compounds all nonhydrogen atoms of the ethoxycarbonyl group are approximately coplanar with its benzene ring, which are similar to the situations appearing in the title compound. ( 
